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“THE MERRY MONTH.

“May, the merry month;” “May, that mother is of

e

.‘HAIL. Bonnteous May that dost inspire mirth and youth;"”

monethes glad;” May of the “darling buds”; May of the

“welcome flowers”! The poets have cerfainly outdone themselves to

be nice to May! |

' From earliest times May seems to have boen regarded by all Latin |
ond Germanic peoples as the happlest month of the year, the month |
of merriment ‘and revel. Ita jaunty little name, which suggests blithe- |
ness and gaiety, it gets from Mais, Tatin goddess of fertility lut!]
growth. From April 28 to May 2 the Romans celebrated their Flo- |
ralis, a fenst consecrated to Flora, the flower goddess, Gay costumes,
dancing, dramatic performances and a distinct loosening of decorum |
are known to have marked these rites. This was undoubtedly the|
rude®and boisterous origin of the seemlier May Day festivities of

modern times. i

In the Middle Ages the celebration narrowed down to the actual |
firet day of the month, and “bringing in the May” became a regular |
spring festival. An important feature of this celebration in Medieval
$imes was the beginning of our almost forgotten custom of hanging |
May baskets. The young men sallied forth the night before into the
forest and brought back branches, bushes and flowers which they

in streets in front of the houses of their lady loves.

Also it became usual to bring back one tall straight tree, stripped
of Hs boughs, which wae set up in the middle of the green or market
place, painted, bedecked and beribboned, and straightway made the
centre of all the dancing and merriment. This wae, of course, the
Maye Pole—that frivolous, sinful, device of the devil so frowned upon
by the Puritans, which the godly Deacon John Stubbs referred to as
that “stinckyng idol” sbout which the people *leape and daunce as
the heathen did.” When the Puritans got their chance they abolished
it with zeal.

« OnMay 1, 1661, however, after the restoration of the gay Stuart
king, the London populace showed their dplight at escaping from the
gloomy square toes by erecting in a conspicuous part of the Strand an
enormous cedar May Pole 134 feet high, covered with gilt crowns and
gorgeots paraphernalis. This May Pole of May Poles stood, one of
the sights of London, until 1717, when, having grown old and de
cayed, it was sold to Sir Issac Newton, who took it down and used it
an & support for his great telescope at Wanstead,

The Qucen of the May wae a survival of the Roman habit of
having a living flower-crowned representative of the Goddess Flom.’
Usually, in later times, this was & live girl selected for her good
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jooks, but sometimes in England and France elsborately dressed dolls
served the purpose.

Milkmaids were especially given to celebrating the day in fan-
tastic dresees, going about town with a flower-decked cow, and dancing |
around the animal to the sound of violin or clarinet. May Day in
Medieval England was in fact one of the great public holidays for
all classes. '

Yet with all its reputation for fun and frolic the month of May
Ws regarded, even in Romsa times, s an unlucky month to be mar-
ded. This was mainly because of the Lemuria or festivel of the
unbappy desd, which oocurred on the 8th, 11th and 15th.

Wae find the poet Ovid shying: '

W4 If proverbs welgh with you, peopls soy fhat May in the
U month fo marry bad wives.

Norry In Moy
2 Reyent ell woy
e English saw has it.
~ And in epite of s besuty sndl its promise of summer our wise
amesstors realized that after all May is very much of & spring month
amd that cold treachery often lurks beneath it smiles.
' Ohonge mot & clowt
MU Mey bo owi
5 #fll soumd advice s to light clothing.
~ Other old sayings, such es:
4 oolé Moy snd 9 windy
Makes o full born and & findy,
4 Mot Moy mabe ¢ fof ohuroh yord
A leaky Moy ond & Mot Jume
Kespo the pwir man's head abune;
Spanish proverb:
Rain in Moy makes dread for the wiole year,
ull prove thet May heas never been all warmth and sunshine.
Celebrations of the gay month and ite opening day have badly
fallen off since the old days of “Merrie England.” ]t is curious to
find our own Washington Irving early the last century lamenting that
“the rural domos on (he green ond the homely Moy Doy pageant
hove gradually disappeared in proportion e fhe peassatry have
Decome sapensive and artificial in thelr pleasurces and too know-
ng for simple enjoymens. Bome attempts indeed have Deen
made of late years by men of bofh taste and learning to raily
back the popular fecling to these stondards of primitive aim-
pliolty; Dut the time has gomne by--the feeling has become
chilied by Mhadits of pain and ireffio—the couniry apea the
manners and omusemanta of the town, and Jittle da hoord of
May Doy at present except from the lamentalions of authors, |
who sigh sfter ¢ from among the brick walle of the cify.”

Must all times sigh for the “old times"?
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porta ugtll they are ftted with searoh-
lights, sufliclent lifeboats, rafte. collnpat-
ble boats, lifebuoys and NMfe-saving ap-
paratus to acoommodaie all on boapd.
Iam sure the House Committee on Mer-
chant Marine could at onoe ge! Lo work
on legislation to prevent, If possible,
any more accldents due to Inadequate
safoty appliances. And It we should

lepd the way other nations soon
adopt the sama precaution.
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Mre. Jenkine.

OW, I think it will be real nles
10 Invite some friends in this
evening," sald Mrs. Jarr to

"It imn't often we bave
the pleasire of en‘ertaining you, and
I'd ike you to meet
frionds,*

soma of our

"I think that would be real sweel, yen-

tured the lady from Fast Malarla. “You
won't have them to come to dinner,
{thought"

“No; T'll just call yp Mrs. Rangle and

Qlars Mudridge-8mith on the telephone
and ask them to come over afler din-
pen,"

‘“lan‘t it about Hme thowe men got
home?" maked Mra Jenkins, “Mr. Jarr
daldn't forget to tall my husband I was
taking dinner with you, did he?"

*Oh, I fesl sure he told him, and he
and Mr, Jonkins may be here any min-
ute. Frobably they are coming now.
Wil you look out of the window for
them? I want to glve my mald a hand
sotting the table”

"1 don't wish to seem (oo anxious
about My, Jenkina. Wa hind a fow wxords
yosterday," oxplained Mrr Jenkina A
man only Imposes on you If you give

In first, and he'd be sure ts think I was
giving In if he saw me wut:h.ng for
him."
This was where AMrs, Jenkins made &
mistake, Had she been looking trom
the window she might bave seen Mr,
Jenking belng called into Gus's place as
Ir::.:n;an:d l:mn the subway with the
Ushes he was carrying h te
East Malaria by way of Hnlcmm
Bhe might also have observed Mr.
Jarr going into Gue's. But ag she didn't
Watch l:h:h;ldn'l kunow that the two
were man-trap on the corner.
Pending their arrival, Mre, Jarr tele-
phoned her friends,
Then the ladies sat walting for the
men, while the dinner waited, too; as
4ald Gertrude, the light-running domes-
e, who had an engagement to go to see
the new moving ploture, "“The Hand of
Fate!” Gertrude was a moving ploture
first-nighler, becauss Claude, her fire-
man beau, could get her in to see them
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“The Country Mouse Visits Her
City Cousin’’—In the Jarr Flat
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for nothing. She asked Mra. Jarr to ex-
cuse her.

“Should we telephone Mra. Rangle and
Mra, Smith not to come? msked Mrs.
Jenkine, nervously, as the clock struck
elght.

“What excuse can weo givel" asked
Mre, Jarr. "And they may be here any
moment now, and we haven't had din-
ner. Let us eat bafore they come, and
never mind our husbands.'

b “And T'll never
forgive that man Jenkina for this as
long as I ltve!”

“We'll have 10 apeak to them f they
ocome while visitors are here,"” sald Mra.
Jarr, ‘That Mrs, Rangle s the great-
eot gosulp, and she just delights to have
something lke that to talk about!"

“] wish Mr. Jarr' hadn't taken Mr.
Jenking oft somewhere. Now I'll have
to o out to Bast Malarla alone!™

whined Mre. Jenkins,
“Mr. Jarr wouldn't do such & thing|"”

replisd Mrs. Jarr, loyally. *T'm afraid
Mr, Jenkins is keeplng him. You sald |
you were not speaking to your husband, l
It's, bad enough when peopls quarrel
who are old enough to know better
without making trouble for other peo-
ple."

“Mr., Jenkins never drank a drop un-
ti he went to work In that ofMce with
YOUR husband!" retorted Mre Jenkins.
“It's too bad he should Have bLegun
then. He was old enough to know
better!” sajd Mrs. Jarr., “'Fortunately,
MY husband*doesn’'t drink."”

Mra., Jenkins glared at her hostess,
and there s no tellilug what she might
have replled, but just then the doorbell
rabg. It wasn't the missing husbands,
however. It was Mrs. Rangle and Mra,
Mudridge-8mith,

Mrs. Hangle declarsd ahe couldn't stay
but & moment, ae Mr. Rangle was
working late at the ofce that evening,
and her girl was out and she would

| paper during 1544,

| follow the adventuses of d'Aariagnan and Edmond Dantes,

| for him. Ha bullt a

have to relugp Lo gel supper.

*“I'd lst him get his own supper! 1
don't bLelleve that ‘late at the office’

Reflections of a

Bachelor Girl

story!" eald Mrs. Jarr, anertly.

Mrs. Rangle was too tactful to ask
where Mr. Jarr was. Bhe simply smiled
sod sald it was a good thing not to be
too inguisitive after one waa married.

Mre. Mudridge-8mith was affabllity it.

By Helen Rowland

self to Mrs, Jenkins, Bhe took an attl-
tude toward the wiveas of her huaband's
employees a8 & wealthy and charitably

'.*

Copyright. 1012, by The I'vess Pulilisbing Co. (The New York World), ™
ATONIC friendship ia NOT a follure; it is the
most delightful state of imfozicating uncer-
tainty in the whole love-game,

disposed woman should toward the
worthy poor. That !s, she took this
attitude to all except Mre. Jarr. Mre
Jarr knew too much about Clara Mud-
ridge-@mith.

“The law against people making a
living by feata of guesswork hits

Which?

him pretty hard,”

“What Is he? A fortune teller or
a dostorl™

i U
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. That look of plad swrprise with which a girl re-
ceives o man's proposal, after she has apeni slz months of Aard lador
bringing him to it, {s the feat of her life.

Don't try to bring @ man's love dback, becawse once Love has been con-
gquered he is jhe kind of cx-champion that never “comes back.”

A whole harem wouldn't keep a modern man in the house once he
has heard the call of the wild any more than a string of hotscs will keep
him in the stable once he has heard, the tool of an automobile,

Solomon had time to look ofter sevem hundred wives, dut then hd
didn't have a motor car to absord him, nor a stenogropher to diatroct him.

A wife receives her greatest shock on the day fhat she suddenly wakes
up lo discover that her husband has changed from the “Now-I-loy-me-
down-for-you-to-walk-over” atbitude (o #he “Youw stay-there'till-I.come-back"”
umm_dc.

Juat about the timo that @ bachelor has become so ditter and cynical
that life doean't seem worth Heing, a mew pirl comes along and he decides
that after all he'll postpone marriage or suicide for a few years more,

This is the time of the ycar when a wife bogina to wender which of
the three B's she dreads most, blonde, baseball or beer gardena,

But the boas's bride edified the othera
tor some time by dlacoursing on who
was divorced, who was getting divorces,
and who would marry each othar whan
various divorces In high Ufe, mow under
Way, were obtained,

“IMd@ you hear about the Divorce
Club?* she asked, “You pay s dollar
& woek when you join, and every week
lots are drawn to ses WhO fan Secure
the zeryices of the Divorce Club's -
yer and the expense fund.**

“Where Is this club?’ asked all the
other ladles, eageriy.

—alip—

Queer Signs.

IGNS seen in Boston, according te
the Transcript: Placard at a move

\ng plcture ahow: "Young children
must have parents.” In a barber shop
window: “'During alterations patrons
will be sbaved In the back.” Sign In &
Tremont street store: “Empty boxes—
suitable for Christmas gifts." In'a tali-
or's shop: “"We dye for others; why
not let us dys for you? 1In a cloth-
ing siore: “These pants will look bet-
ter on your legs than on our hands.*

By Albert Poyson Terbune.

Ooprright, 1918, W The Prem Publishing O, (The New York Werld), J

43.—ALEXANDRE DUMAS,
SWARTHY, shame-faced boy was hauled ferth from
where he had been hiding. He had hidden there for three days t9
avold being sent to a seminary to prepare himeelt for the priesh
‘ hood. He had mo distasts for the seminary, but his sweethearl
Cella Deviolaine, had objected to his going there. Thus, for the ﬁﬂt“l
many hundred times during hisstrange life, s girl Influenced the career &
Alexnndre Dumas, o
i Dumas was & French quadroon. Fis mulatto father had been a gen
1 under Napoleon, and his grandmother had been a fullblooded San Doming®
negress, The boy was brought up after his father's death in shabby
poverty, He was shaped by ciroumstances to be an obscure clerk or artisan,
| But he bad & soul of fire and an ambition that nothing eonld satisfy. With
out a penny, without an Infiuential friend, he took the world by the thresd
and wrested from it not only fortune but dedthless fame.
| At twenty-ons he threw over his job as & provineial notary’s clerk and
|uun to Parls to make his fortune. He secured a Government position at §50 &
year, He at once began to write plays, To galn the right sort of hearing for bl 1
| work, the influence of the famous litterateur, Nodlor, was needful. Nodler would
not aee him, Dumas made suoh an impressdon on Nodler'a daugiter, Marle, thal
ahe interceded for hitm wih her father and won him the opportunity he soughb ‘

}

After a baffling fight againset 111 luck, Dumas began Lo Acore 4 BUCTEss A9 @
playwright. In the early stages of his struggle at Paris Lo met Marle Cutliering
Lebay, & seamatress, who fell In love with him actl whose Inilucnce over his wild
nature wias for a time very strong. (Thelr son, Alexandre Dumas the youngpes

| wrote "Camille” and many other powerful boolks and playa)

Tiring of the gentls seamsirems, Dumas dlscarded her and
at once had a fervid but unhappy love affalr with a womas

of whom he spoke as “Melanle W."—and whoeo finil rejess
tion of him almost broke his heart

But Marle Dorval, lending actress at the Porte 8t. Martin Theatrs, drove
|away the sad memory, She adored Dumas., It was largely due to her that X8
| firet successful play was produced, And she was of great fielp to Lim in hie
later work,

| Far different was Tda Verrier, a pretly socopnd rate sciress whom Dumag

| married In 180, He lived (n migery with Ida. She was jealois; she was Xiravis
Fant: she dMsturbed ldm at his work. She would not let his son, Alexandre, enw
ter the house, Dumas, alter s few turbulent years, got yid of her. . -

Now that he hud reached the acme of his fame as o playwright, Domes
turned to novel writing. He ground out his work In systemntic favhion, writhel
from 7 A. M. to 7 P. 0L, and covering exactly twenty huge shicets of paper o
day. For instance, one day In 184 he finlshed “Monte Criste” on the :
sheet of his twenty poge dally task., And, without pausing u minute, he P
up another sheet of paper. scrawisd the words **The Three Musketeers” yarosg
top of &t and wrote the first five pages of that glorious book before he
from the day's toll,

“Monte Cristo” und “The Three Muskelears” ran as serials In a dally newaw

Dumas thus orlgitated the “"newspaper serlal story”  Fagh

day, throngs would walt dn the strest Uy selze the first coples of the paper “‘

Love and
Fame.

Dumas found himuself the most idolized man In France. e hiad an (neoms of
more than 360,000 a year from his writings (an almost unheard of sum in those
days). And he spent It ke a drunken sallor. His friends helprd themsolves to
hia Wold pleces by the handful: He lavished fortunes on the womon who ~areld
large theatre. That was a failure. He bullt a garlsly castle
—and could not pay for It

Then hard times sot in. The Revolution of 1418 marped
his fortunes. Money ran short. Debis ran high. Dumag
: had always used the services of unknown collaborato '

( Now, dor pay, he skmned his famous nume to nvy y
poam or essoy that other people had wriiten and hnd brought to 4'm for
slgnature. The market was flooded with “Dumas books" that Dumus hid nog »
written, nor oven read. IHe founded newspapers, then abandoned them ns falle '
ures. He even, 0y money, stood on exhibition !n a shop wicdow., Evil days wese
come upon hitn,

When our civil war broke out Dumas sent Presldent Lineoln & jarge sum of

The
Downfall. «

money and a hundred sitographed mottoes to be sold for the benefit of Uplom
soldiers’ widows. 1le even planned to gyme hern nnd write an Amer!an novel,
In 18 he won the hero-warahlp of Bmille Cordler, n glrl young enough to be
hls daughter., They used to g0 on crulses together, Emille clad as n boy and ads

ways addressing Dumas as “papa.” In his very last daya shorily Gelore bis
death In 1570 thero was still another spectacular love affalr.

To the very end Dumas retalned the g2y charm and darhing gallantry thad
had from boyhood made him irresistible. He was one of the world's masiops

Eonluses. A man whose very faults-and thers surely were cnough of thomes
wers lovable.

The Day’s Good Stories ]

Probably Got OIf.

PHOPO| of eertaln imfoundnl charges of
A drunkenness among the naral cadets at
Aunapolls, Admiral Dewey, at a dinner in
Wahington, told a story ahout & yourg sallor,
“The wmaiflor, after a long voyage,” he sald,
“went ashore fo the tropics, and it belog & bot
day, be drank, (a certain tropieal lam. too
much beer,'" spys the Chiclgo Journal,
“An the sallor lurched under bla beary Joad ”'-a'
along & palm.borlered svenue, his caplain hailed | ¢two wheels aud thmateming M'
lim iodigeantly. deutruotion, WSovens "
" Look here' the captaln sald, ‘yuppose b~ AL last, after half en how's furioms meing, s
you were iy commander, amd you met me in | slowed up la & mamow thovougbfare end a
weh & condition as you're In mew, what would pokied bla bead om of the window,

you do to me?’ - Are we pearly there!’ Y
“ “Well, alr,’ said the sailer, ‘T wouldn't con. o D=
demeend to take no motics of you at all, elr,' "

A Willing Worker,

T RIVE ke the deves!” abijnted Bmitiy
D wnsdnging foto the i, >

With & lureh 1he car darted fo
85d away thay went like talng throo: =
Omabi! They took off wheel nl.:.“.
wogon, Hil b1 They missed Oattesing

small obdid by two-ninthe of & balr, Claogl

Woswi & milk cart, People shoute], cunylsbies

The chauffeur tured in bl soet and sbouteds ¢
“Where 418 you wast to go, ! —Ansireey,

‘The May Manton Fashions I

VERY variation of
the belted or Ruge

san idea Is sinart
this ‘season. Tils ooge
tune ocan be made
avallable for linen, lne
Gerles matorinls, taffoly
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Pattern 7423—Costume for Misses and 8mall Women.

A sliversmith has a place next door to
s vesimurant. The former having put
up & plucard, "Jewelry of all

plated,”’ the restaurant kesper fol ‘ad

. Mosg men lgve wigely~and fop mank—fo Jove well /
o — Yk S .....am e z.-. . i

e ——— - -
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with this: “Oysters and MNitle
“ w‘l' - - - rreem w .

Call at THE EVENING WORLD MAY MANTON FASI
BUREAU, Donnd Buliding, 100 West Thirty 4 Streot ( —
site Gimbel Broa.), corner Bixth &venus and Thirty-
New York, or sent by mall on recelpt of ten conts

stainps for each pattern ordered, .o

INPORTANT—Write your address pialnty always
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